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UPDATE FROM THE CHAIRS
By Amanda Khan, PhD and Bart
Buechner, PhD

Dear ISTSS Moral Injury SIG Community,

Welcome to the Fall 2022 edition of our MI SIG
newsletter. This fall brings with it the hope of
continued change, as the world continues to
evolve and shift through cycles of rebirth and
death. Moral injury continues to be a
contemporary topic in COVID-19 discourse.
We've also seen an incredible boom of moral
injury research published this year (see
bibliography at the end of newsletter),
branching out into ever more populations,
related sequelae, and further evidence of the
role of social and spiritual communities in the
healing process. We share the excitement that
ISTSS is returning to an “in-person” annual
meeting in Atlanta this November. Our SIG
Meeting will be on Saturday, November 12, 2022
12:45pm-1:45pm. These meetings are great
opportunities to meet people from diverse
professional and geographical backgrounds who
care about moral injury. We look forward to
seeing you there!
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Our team did not receive any original
submissions or spotlights this round so this
edition will be parsed down. We truly encourage
SIG members to participate in the newsletters as
it adds richness to the experience of community
we have built! In this edition, you'll find the
“research highlights” section, which gives further
perspective on the wide-ranging interdisciplinary
literature around moral injury. For students, we
have a “training opportunities” section which
includes available postdocs, externships, and
fellowships with connection to the moral injury
field.

Lastly, we are excited to announce that one of
the SIG Chair positions will be opening in 2023.
Stay tuned for a larger announcement and
invitation for application coming soon!

As a reminder, if you have not already done so,
please check out our podcast on the ISTSS
website, “The Systems That Betray Us: How
Failures to Protect Can Lead to Complex PTSD
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and Moral Injury.” The podcast features

commentary by Dr. Julian Ford on systemic

betrayal and Complex PTSD (CPTSD) and Dr.

Valentina Stoycheva on systemic betrayal and IN THIS ISSUE
Moral Injury (Ml), with Dr. Amanda Khan, as
moderator. You can access the podcast here.

p.2: 2022 MEETING & MISSION STATEMENT
p. 3: SUBMISSIONS, SPOTLIGHTS, JOINING

As always, we welcome your thoughts about THE SIG, & SOCIAL MEDIA
what is presented here, and want to hear about p. 4: TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
your work and ideas about what our next steps p.5: RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

may be.

Amanda Khan & Bart Buechner
Moral Injury SIG Co-Chairs

2022 ANNUAL MEETING

The 38th Annual Meeting for the International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies
will be held November 9-12, 2022 (Wednesday - Saturday) at the Atlanta Marriott
Marquis in Atlanta, Georgia, USA. This year's theme is "Trauma as a
Transdiagnostic Risk Factor Across Lifespan.”

MISSION STATEMENT

The Moral Injury Special Interest Group (SIG) aims to bring together clinicians and researchers from
across healing disciplines and related fields including philosophy and ethics, military culture and
history, and religious/spiritual studies in order to provide a professional home for moral injury
discourse and development. In gathering ISTSS members from across these disciplines and the world,
this SIG will facilitate a rich scientific conversation and will advance the state of the science in
conceptualization, assessment, and intervention for moral injury. Though the concept of moral injury
has recently regained a great deal of popular interest, the field is in its infancy. At present, essential
conceptual distinctions need refinement and the
potential paths to moral healing require paving. Addressing these areas will be the primary objectives
of the Moral Injury SIG, and will approached in the following ways:
* Advocate for rigorous clinical and scholarly work that attends to cultural and contextual factors in
this field
e Disseminate high quality scholarship in the moral injury field to ISTSS members and to the
broader international community
* Support collaborative exploration of moral injury between members of the SIG, facilitating
submission of proposals on moral injury and related topics to ISTSS Annual Meetings and other
appropriate venues and nurturing research on moral injury and healing
e Establish and maintain an active SIG listserv to facilitate direct and wide-spread sharing of new
and upcoming literature, training, etc. of interest to SIG membership
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https://istss.org/education-research/online-learning/trauma-talk-podcast-series

ARTICLE
SUBMISSIONS

We invite SIG members to submit
relevant articles of no more than 2000
words. Submissions may be data-
driven, descriptive, theoretical, clinically
oriented, etc. provided that they are
relevant to the field of moral injury.
Consistent with our mission to bring
together clinicians and researchers
from across healing disciplines and
related fields, we hope to consider a
range of submissions.

Articles should be no more than 2000
words (including references, tables,
and figures). At least one SIG member
should be an author on all
submissions, though non-members
may contribute in any role. As always,
collaborations among members are
highly encouraged. Submissions
should addressed to the SIG Chairs.

JOINING THE SIG

1. Login to the ISTSS website as a
member

2. Click “Edit Your Profile” on the right
side of the page

3. Click the “SIG Choices” tab

4. Check “44 - Moral Injury”

5. Click "Save” - You're a member!

SPOTLIGHT
NOMINATIONS

The Moral Injury SIG welcomes
nominations for students, researchers,
and clinicians, and anyone advancing
the moral injury field to be “spotlighted”
in an upcoming newsletter.

Nominations should include a brief
nominating statement and the CV of
the nominee. Self-nominations are
encouraged. Nomination materials
should be addressed to the SIG Chairs.

SIG CHAIRS

Amanda Khan, PhD
Amanda.Khan@ucsf.edu

Barton Buechner, PhD
bbuechner@adler.edu

FOLLOW US!

@ISTSS MI SIG

ISTSS Moral Injury.
SIG Facebook group



https://twitter.com/ISTSS_MI_SIG
https://www.facebook.com/groups/270681364637164

TRAINEE SECTION

Welcome to the trainee section! This corner covers various topics that arise as a trainee working with
moral injury across disciplines. Every newsletter includes a spotlight and a list of training opportunities.
If you'd like to nominate a trainee or spotlight your training site or if there's anything else you'd like to
see covered here, please email Amanda.Khan@ucsf.edu

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

The following is an up-to-date list of sites that offer opportunities in moral injury (clinical, research, or
otherwise) within the U.S. for trainees.
If you would like your site listed here, please email Amanda.Khan@ucsf.edu

Medical Center

Site Location Training Level Offered
Psychology Postdoctoral Fellow
Boston VA Health Care System Boston, MA **More opportunities available working
in Dr. Brett Litz's laboratory
Road Home Program: Center for Psychology Postdoctoral Fellow
Veterans and Their Families Chicago. IL **Email Dr. Brian Klassen for information
(Rush University Medical 89/ about clinical & research opportunities
Center) (brian_klassen@rush.edu)
. . Psychology Intern & Postdoctoral Fellow
Rocky Mountain Regional VA Denver, CO **Email Dr. Jacob Farnsworth for more

information (jacob.farnsworth@va.gov)

Loma Linda VA Medical Center

Loma Linda, CA

Psychology Postdoctoral Fellows via
Holistic Mental Health focus area

San Francisco VA Health Care
System

San Francisco, CA

Psychology Intern & Postdoctoral Fellow
*Email Dr. Shira Maguen for more
information (Shira.Maguen@va.gov

VISN 17 Center of Excellence for
Research on Returning War
Veterans

Waco, TX

Psychology Postdoctoral Fellow

VA North Texas Health Care
System

Dallas-Fort Worth, TX

Psychology Externs, Interns, and
Postdoctoral Fellows
**Email Dr. Wyatt Evans for more
information (wyatt.evans@va.gov)
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e Akhtar, M., Faize, F. A., Malik, R. Z., & Tabusam, A. (2022). Moral injury and psychological resilience
among healthcare professionals amid COVID-19 pandemic [Article]. Pakistan Journal of Medical
Sciences, 38(5), 1338-1342. https://doi.org/10.12669/pjms.38.5.5122

e Asper, A., Binenfeld, E., Pshitizky, H., & Feingold, D. (2022). Sociodemographic and clinical

correlates of cannabis dependence among Israeli combat veterans [Article]. Journal of Substance
Abuse Treatment, 139, Article 108786. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsat.2022.108786

e Ball, J., Watsford, C., & Scholz, B. (2022). Psychosocial impacts of training to provide professional
help: Harm and growth [Article]. Trauma (United Kingdom), 24(2), 115-123.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1460408620968340

e Beale, C. (2022). Magical thinking and moral injury: Exclusion culture in psychiatry [Article].
BJPsych Bulletin, 46(1), 16-19. https://doi.org/10.1192/bjb.2021.86

e Beck, C. T. (2022). Secondary Qualitative Analysis of Moral Injury in Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses
[Article]. JOGNN - Journal of Obstetric, Gynecologic, and Neonatal Nursing, 51(2), 166-176.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jogn.2021.12.003

e Benatov, J., Zerach, G., & Levi-Belz, Y. (2022). Moral injury, depression, and anxiety symptoms
among health and social care workers during the COVID-19 pandemic: The moderating role of
belongingness [Article]. International Journal of Social Psychiatry, 68(5), 1026-1035.
https://doi.org/10.1177/00207640221099421

e Berlin, A. (2022). Close Encounters of the First Kind: An Interdisciplinary Ethics of Care Approach
Mitigates Moral Injury and Family Division in the Midst of Covid-19 [Article]. Journal of Pain and
Symptom Management, 64(3), e159-e164. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpainsymman.2021.03.028

e Blumberg, D. M. (2022). What Should Clinicians Who Care for Police Officers Know about Moral
Injury? [Article]. AMA Journal of Ethics, 24(2), 126-132.
https://doi.org/10.1001/amajethics.2022.126

e Borges, L. M., Barnes, S. M., Farnsworth, J. K., Drescher, K. D., & Walser, R. D. (2022). Case
Conceptualizing in Acceptance and Commitment Therapy for Moral Injury: An Active and Ongoing
Approach to Understanding and Intervening on Moral Injury [Article]. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 13,
Article 910414. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2022.910414

e Borges, L. M., Desai, A., Barnes, S. M., & Johnson, J. P. S. (2022). The Role of Social Determinants of
Health in Moral Injury: Implications and Future Directions [Review]. Current Treatment Options in
Psychiatry, 9(3), 202-214. https://doi.org/10.1007/5s40501-022-00272-4

e Boscarino, J. A., Adams, R. E., Wingate, T. J., Boscarino, J. J., Urosevich, T. G., Hoffman, S. N.,
Kirchner, H. L., Figley, C. R., & Nash, W. P. (2022). Impact and Risk of Moral Injury Among Deployed
Veterans: Implications for Veterans and Mental Health [Article]. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 13, Article
899084. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2022.899084
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e Brémault-Phillips, S., Cherwick, T., Smith-MacDonald, L. A., Huh, J., & Vermetten, E. (2022).
Forgiveness: A Key Component of Healing From Moral Injury? [Article]. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 13,
Article 906945. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2022.906945

e Brennan, C. J., McKay, M. T., & Cole, J. C. (2022). Morally injurious events and post-traumatic
embitterment disorder in UK health and social care professionals during COVID-19: A cross-
sectional web survey [Article]. BMJ Open, 12(5), Article e054062. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-
2021-054062

e Burkman, K., Gloria, R., Mehiman, H., & Maguen, S. (2022). Treatment for Moral Injury: Impact of

Killing in War [Review]. Current Treatment Options in Psychiatry, 9(3), 101-114.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40501-022-00262-6

e Chang, Y., Wu, R., & Li, Y. (2022). Analysis on Collective Moral Injury [Article]. Chinese Medical
Ethics, 35(7), 730-735. https://doi.org/10.12026/].issn.1001-8565.2022.07.06

e Chesnut, R. P., Richardson, C. B., Morgan, N. R., Bleser, J. A., McCarthy, K. J., & Perkins, D. F. (2022).
The Moral Injury Symptoms Scale-Military Version-Short Form: Further Scale Validation in a U.S.
Veteran Sample [Article]. Journal of Religion and Health, 61(4), 3384-3401.
https://doi.org/10.1007/5s10943-022-01606-5

e Choudhary, V., Balhara, Y. P. S., & Lal, R. (2022). How Could | Do Something So Wrong? Restirring
concept of Moral Injury &amp; healing within health care context of COVID-19 pandemic [Letter].
Asian Journal of Psychiatry, 70, Article 103017. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajp.2022.103017

e Cole, S. P., & Siddiqui, S. (2022). Well-being in the Intensive Care Unit: Looking Beyond COVID-19
[Review]. Anesthesiology Clinics, 40(2), 373-382. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.anclin.2022.01.010

e Croke, L. (2022). Understanding and addressing moral injury in health care [Note]. AORN Journal,
115(2), P4-P6. https://doi.org/10.1002/aorn.13618

e Cutright, K. R. (2022). The empathetic soldier[Book]. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003248132

e D'Alessandro, A. M., Ritchie, K., McCabe, R. E., Lanius, R. A., Heber, A., Smith, P., Malain, A.,
Schielke, H., O'Connor, C., Hosseiny, F., Rodrigues, S., & McKinnon, M. C. (2022). Healthcare
Workers and COVID-19-Related Moral Injury: An Interpersonally-Focused Approach Informed by
PTSD [Review]. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 12, Article 784523.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2021.784523

e Darnell, B. C., Vannini, M. B. N., Grunthal, B., Benfer, N., & Litz, B. T. (2022). Adaptive Disclosure:
Theoretical Foundations, Evidence, and Future Directions [Review]. Current Treatment Options in
Psychiatry, 9(3), 85-100. https://doi.org/10.1007/540501-022-00264-4

e Dean, W. (2022). What Law Enforcement Can Learn from Health Care about Moral Injury [Article].
AMA Journal of Ethics, 24(2), 160-163. https://doi.org/10.1001/amajethics.2022.160



https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2022.906945
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2021-054062
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40501-022-00262-6
https://doi.org/10.12026/j.issn.1001-8565.2022.07.06
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10943-022-01606-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajp.2022.103017
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.anclin.2022.01.010
https://doi.org/10.1002/aorn.13618
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003248132
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2021.784523
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40501-022-00264-4
https://doi.org/10.1001/amajethics.2022.160

- Ay
MORAL INJURY RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

e Dong, L., Meredith, L. S., Farmer, C. M., Ahluwalia, S. C., Chen, P. G., Bouskill, K., Han, B., Qureshi,
N., Dalton, S., Watson, P., Schnurr, P. P., Davis, K., Tobin, J. N., Cassells, A., & Gidengil, C. A. (2022).
Protecting the mental and physical well-being of frontline health care workers during COVID-19:
Study protocol of a cluster randomized controlled trial [Article]. Contemporary Clinical Trials, 117,
Article 106768. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cct.2022.106768

e Easterbrook, B., Brown, A., Millman, H., Blyderveen, S. V., Lanius, R., Heber, A., McKinnon, M.,
& O'connor, C. (2022). The mental health experience of treatment-seeking military members

and public safety personnel: a qualitative investigation of trauma and non-trauma-related
concerns [Article]. Health Promotion and Chronic Disease Prevention in Canada, 42(6), 252-
260. https://doi.org/10.24095/hpcdp.42.6.03

e Easterbrook, B., Plouffe, R. A., Houle, S. A, Liu, A., McKinnon, M. C., Ashbaugh, A. R., Mota, N.,
Afifi, T. O., Enns, M. W., Richardson, J. D., & Nazarov, A. (2022). Risk Factors for Moral Injury
Among Canadian Armed Forces Personnel [Article]. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 13, Article
892320. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2022.892320

e Eikenaar, T. (2022). Relating to moral injuries: Dutch mental health practitioners on moral
injury among military and police workers [Article]. Social Science and Medicine, 298, Article
114876. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2022.114876

e Eunyoung, J. (2022). Mediating role of self-compassion in the association between moral
injury and depression among Korean youths [Article]. Heliyon, 8(5), Article e09429.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2022.e09429

e Fainstad, T., Mann, A,, Suresh, K., Shah, P., Dieujuste, N., Thurmon, K., & Jones, C. D. (2022).
Effect of a Novel Online Group-Coaching Program to Reduce Burnout in Female Resident
Physicians: A Randomized Clinical Trial [Article]. JAMA Network Open, 5(5), Article 10752.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.10752

e Farrell, C. M., & Hayward, B. J. (2022). Ethical Dilemmas, Moral Distress, and the Risk of Moral
Injury: Experiences of Residents and Fellows during the COVID-19 Pandemic in the United
States [Article]. Academic Medicine, 97, S55-S60.
https://doi.org/10.1097/ACM.0000000000004536

e Feng, Z., Guo, Q., & Huang, Q. (2022). Moral Schema Based on the Integration of the
Mechanism of Moral Injury [Article]. Chinese Medical Ethics, 35(7), 736-740.
https://doi.org/10.12026/j.issn.1001-8565.2022.07.07

e Fikretoglu, D., Thompson, M., Hendriks, T., Nazarov, A., Michaud, K., Born, J., Sudom, K. A,,
Bélanger, S., & Jetly, R. (2022). Conducting research during the COVID-19 pandemic: the Op
LASER study [Article]. Health Promotion and Chronic Disease Prevention in Canada, 42(3),
100-103. https://doi.org/10.24095/hpcdp.42.3.03
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e Fitzpatrick, J. J., Pignatiello, G., Kim, M., Jun, J., O'Mathuna, D. P., Duah, H. O., Taibl, J., &
Tucker, S. (2022). Moral Injury, Nurse Well-being, and Resilience among Nurses Practicing
during the COVID-19 Pandemic [Article]. Journal of Nursing Administration, 52(7-8), 392-398.
https://doi.org/10.1097/NNA.0000000000001171

e Fleming, W. H. (2022). Complex Moral Injury: Shattered Moral Assumptions [Article]. Journal
of Religion and Health, 61(2), 1022-1050. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10943-022-01542-4

e Foster, W., McKellar, L., Fleet, J. A., & Sweet, L. (2022). Exploring moral distress in Australian
midwifery practice [Article]. Women and Birth, 35(4), 349-359.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wombi.2021.09.006

e Galloway, S., & Kemp, R. (2022). Ethics column Ethics of moral injury [Article]. Clinical
Psychology Forum(351), 9-13. https://www.scopus.com/inward/record.uri?eid=2-s2.0-
85131523369&partnerID=40&md5=246aa7e8d8c45bfd048f3650d03af353

e Hafford-Letchfield, T., Hanna, J., Grant, E., Ryder-Davies, L., Cogan, N., Goodman, J.,
Rasmussen, S., & Martin, S. (2022). “It's a Living Experience”: Bereavement by Suicide in Later

Life [Article]. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(12),
Article 7217. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph19127217

e Haight, W., Cho, M., Soffer-Elnekave, R., Nashandi, N. J. C., & Suleiman, J. (2022). Moral injury
experienced by emerging adults with child welfare histories in developmental and
sociocultural contexts: “I knew the system was broken.” [Article]. Children and Youth Services
Review, 139, Article 106537. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2022.106537

e Hamrick, H. C., Ehlke, S. J., Davies, R. L., Higgins, J. M., Naylor, J., & Kelley, M. L. (2022). Moral
Injury as a Mediator of the Associations Between Sexual Harassment and Mental Health
Symptoms and Substance Use Among Women Veterans [Article]. Journal of Interpersonal
Violence, 37(11-12), NP10007-NP10035. https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260520985485

e Hodgson, T. ., Carey, L. B., & Koenig, H. G. (2022a). Correction to: Moral Injury, Betrayal and
Retribution: Australian Veterans and the Role of Chaplains (Journal of Religion and Health,
(2022), 61, 2, (993-1021), 10.1007/s10943-022-01507-7) [Erratum]. Journal of Religion and
Health, 61(3), 2634-2635. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10943-022-01572-y

e Hodgson, T. ., Carey, L. B., & Koenig, H. G. (2022b). Moral Injury, Betrayal and Retribution:
Australian Veterans and the Role of Chaplains [Article]. Journal of Religion and Health, 61(2),
993-1021. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10943-022-01507-7

e Hoffman, J., & Nickerson, A. (2022a). An Experimental Investigation of the Impact of Blame
Appraisals and Moral Injury Beliefs on Psychological Outcomes [Article]. Cognitive Therapy
and Research, 46(2), 319-332. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10608-021-10264-y

e Hoffman, J., & Nickerson, A. (2022b). The Impact of Moral-Injury Cognitions on Psychological
Outcomes in Refugees: An Experimental Investigation [Article]. Clinical Psychological Science,
10(4), 603-621. https://doi.org/10.1177/21677026211039516
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e Jin, J., Weiman, K., Bremault-Phillips, S., & Vermetten, E. (2022). Moral Injury and Recovery in

Uniformed Professionals: Lessons From Conversations Among International Students and
Experts [Article]. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 13, Article 880442.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2022.880442

e Jones, K. A,, Freijah, I., Carey, L., Carleton, R. N., Devenish-Meares, P., Dell, L., Rodrigues, S.,
Madden, K., Johnson, L., Hosseiny, F., & Phelps, A. J. (2022). Moral Injury, Chaplaincy and
Mental Health Provider Approaches to Treatment: A Scoping Review [Article]. Journal of
Religion and Health, 61(2), 1051-1094. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10943-022-01534-4

e Jones, K. A, Freijah, I., Carey, L., Carleton, R. N., Devenish-Meares, P., Dell, L., Rodrigues, S.,
Madden, K., Johnson, L., Hosseiny, F., & Phelps, A. J. (2022). Correction to: Moral Injury,
Chaplaincy and Mental Health Provider Approaches to Treatment: A Scoping Review (Journal
of Religion and Health, (2022), 61, 2, (1051-1094), 10.1007/s10943-022-01534-4) [Erratum].
Journal of Religion and Health, 61(3), 2632-2633. https://doi.org/10.1007/5s10943-022-01560-2

e Jones, T. W., Power, J., & Jones, T. M. (2022). Religious trauma and moral injury from LGBTQA+
conversion practices [Article]. Social Science and Medicine, 305, Article 115040.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2022.115040

e Jovarauskaite, L., Murphy, D., Truskauskaite-Kuneviciene, I., Dumarkaite, A., Andersson, G., &
Kazlauskas, E. (2022). Associations between moral injury and ICD-11 post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) and complex PTSD among help-seeking nurses: a cross-sectional study
[Article]. BM) Open, 12(5), e056289. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2021-056289

e Kelley, M. M., Zadvinskis, I. M., Miller, P. S., Monturo, C., Norful, A. A., O'Mathuna, D., Roberts,
H., Smith, J., Tucker, S., Zellefrow, C., & Chipps, E. (2022). United States nurses' experiences
during the COVID-19 pandemic: A grounded theory [Article]. Journal of Clinical Nursing,
31(15-16), 2167-2180. https://doi.org/10.1111/jocn.16032

e Kondrath, S. R. (2022). Moral Injury and Spiritual Distress: Clinical Applications in
Interdisciplinary, Spiritually Integrated Interventions [Review]. Current Treatment Options in
Psychiatry, 9(3), 126-139. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40501-022-00263-5
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