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G E T T I N G  I N F O R M E D  A B O U T
F I R E A R M  V I O L E N C E




F I R E A R M S  A R E  T H E
L E A D I N G  C A U S E  O F  D E A T H

A M O N G  C H I L D R E N  A N D
A D O L E S C E N T S  I N  T H E

U N I T E D  S T A T E S

IN AN AVERAGE YEAR,  40,620  PEOPLE DIE BY
FIREARMS IN THE UNITED STATES

BLACK CHILDREN AND
ADOLESCENTS ARE 14 TIMES
MORE LIKELY THAN WHITE

CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS
TO DIE BY FIREARM HOMICIDE

FIREARM VIOLENCE HAS A DISPROPORTIONATE
IMPACT

FIREARM SUICIDES BY
RACE/ETHNICITY IN THE

UNITED STATES

FIREARM HOMICIDES BY
RACE/ETHNICITY IN THE

UNITED STATES

DEATHS PER 100,000 PEOPLE DEATHS PER 100,000 PEOPLE 

DEVELOPED BY MACKENZIE FURNARI,  MPH  AND HSING-FANG HSIEH,  PH.D. ,  MPH



ROOT FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH
FIREARM VIOLENCE

CONCENTRATED POVERTY

INCOME INEQUALITY

UNDERFUNDED PUBLIC HOUSINGFIREARM AVAILABILITY

COMMUNITY VIOLENCE

LACK OF OPPORTUNITIES

UNDER-RESOURCED PUBLIC SERVICES

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mackenzie-furnari/
https://firearminjury.umich.edu/person/hsing-fang-hsieh-phd/


FIREARM VIOLENCE INCREASES THE RISK OF
NEGATIVE HEALTH OUTCOMES

PTSD DEPRESSION

CANCER SUBSTANCE USE

HYPERTENSION

STUNTED COGNITIVE AND
EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

EARLY DEATH

POLICY

COMMUNITY

FUNDING SOCIAL SERVICES,  EDUCATION, HOUSING, AND JOB TRAINING

COMMUNITY AND HOSPITAL-BASED VIOLENCE INTERVENTIONS*

FIREARM TRAINING COURSES

SAFE FIREARM STORAGE

INDIVIDUAL

FIREARM PURCHASING AND LICENSING LAWS
EXTREME RISK LAWS*

MULTILEVEL STRATEGIES FOR PREVENTING
FIREARM VIOLENCE

ABANDONED HOUSING REMEDIATION*

RELATIONSHIP

COMMUNITY GREENING* 

RECOGNIZING AND REPORTING
WARNING SIGNS OF VIOLENCE

INTERVENTIONS IMPROVING
NEIGHBORHOOD SOCIAL COHESION 

*EXTREME RISK LAWS:  
AUTHORIZE LAW ENFORCEMENT,  FAMILY MEMBERS,  AND,  IN CERTAIN STATES,
EDUCATORS,  TO ACT ON WARNING SIGNS OF VIOLENCE AND TEMPORARILY
PREVENT A PERSON FROM HAVING ACCESS TO FIREARMS.

*COMMUNITY GREENING: 
REVITALIZES UNMAINTAINED VACANT LOTS INTO COMMUNITY GARDENS,  URBAN
FARMS,  GOLF PUTTING GREENS,  PARKS,  AND VINEYARDS,  WHICH GENERATES
COMMUNITY CONNECTEDNESS AND VIBRANT NEIGHBORHOODS RESULTING IN A
DECREASE IN VIOLENCE.  

*COMMUNITY-BASED VIOLENCE INTERVENTIONS:
TRAIN OUTREACH WORKERS WHO ARE RESPECTED MEMBERS FROM THE
COMMUNITY TO DETECT AND PREVENT POTENTIALLY VIOLENT SITUATIONS,
FACILITATE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN HIGH-RISK INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIAL
SERVICES,  AND SHIFT CULTURAL NORMS AWAY FROM USING FIREARMS AS A MEANS
OF CONFLICT RESOLUTION TO REDUCE FIREARM INJURIES.  

*ABANDONED HOUSING REMEDIATION:
A PLACE-BASED INTERVENTION THAT IMPROVES NEIGHBORHOOD CONDITIONS BY
CLEANING, MAINTAINING, AND BEAUTIFYING ABANDONED HOUSES TO REDUCE
VIOLENCE.  

*HOSPTIAL-BASED VIOLENCE INTERVENTIONS:
OFFER COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES,  INCLUDING EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE,
VOCATIONAL TRAINING, AND MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT,  TO INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE
SUFFERED FIREARM INJURIES.  THESE PROGRAMS AIM TO BREAK THE CYCLE OF
VIOLENCE AND LOWER THE LIKELIHOOD OF RECURRENT FIREARM INJURY.

STRATEGIES FOR PREVENTING FIREARM VIOLENCE ARE NOT LIMITED TO THIS LIST.

https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/pdf/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-031914-122509
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/acem.13021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S009174352200353X?casa_token=LKbcVhT0Pp4AAAAA%3A0BFemvzBYi5OC1aJEgI6CmQubGAIf-zQCB6AgWrC4qdDeOriQCxt2yg_F6MHW0InsQGp7Rc
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2019.00707
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ajcp.12270
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ajcp.12270
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S009174352200353X?casa_token=LKbcVhT0Pp4AAAAA%3A0BFemvzBYi5OC1aJEgI6CmQubGAIf-zQCB6AgWrC4qdDeOriQCxt2yg_F6MHW0InsQGp7Rc
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ajcp.12270
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ajcp.12270
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/pdf/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-031914-122509
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2019.00707
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/acem.13021

